The Acceptance of Risk
Over sixty million people died in WWII. The United States lost over 400,000 soldiers. The British lost a bit more and around 67, 000 civilians. France lost around 200,000 soldiers and 350,000 civilians. China lost over 3,000,000 soldiers and over 7,000,000 civilians. The Soviet Union lost about 12,000,000 soldiers and 15,000,000 civilians. All this was done in the fight for freedom, yet today we willingly give up those freedoms for a bit of comfort and a false sense of personal safety and security.
There is generally a direct inverse relationship between population density and individual freedom. The rule of law is necessary for the function of civil society, but we live in a very clumsy, inaccurate, and misused system of laws. For the ignorant, cowardly, or apathetic, the rule of law appears comforting and safe. For the corrupt, it's easy money. For those people of real competence, it can be a ball and chain and a terrible waste of human potential.

It's very difficult to enact a law that doesn't have detrimental side effects and it's easy to make a law that does more harm than good. Overregulation is seriously inhibiting the kinds of innovation necessary for the decrease in consumption that is vital to our survival as a civilization and perhaps as a species.

Incompetent regulation often defeats its own goals. OSHA and the EPA are prime examples. Industry safety standards that pander to the safety of the stupid seriously hinder the efficiency of our lives.  
For many years attempts to make a safer fuel jug have steadily made them ever more dangerous, till now they leak, they break, they tip over, they spill, they pour very slowly, and often they don't work at all. It’s common for people to set the spout aside and pour directly from the jug. People who use them often carry a funnel. Meanwhile the danger and pollution caused by all these cheap plastic fuel jugs that get thrown in the dump with a curse have done more overall harm to society than the dangers of the original designs that they replaced. All they really needed were some basic quality controls, a wide base, and a flame arrestor in the vent, but incompetent government hired some clever idiots to design them and competitive capitalism made them cheap and flimsy. 
For many years, if someone was negligent filling a propane bottle, they could overfill it. The safety regulations put in place to fix this resulted in an overfill protection device. Now you could just fill it till the OPD shut it off. Unfortunately, the devices were a cheap piece of crap with a very high failure rate and initially resulted in an increase in overfills and a lot of wasted time and money.
In the case of the fire fighting profession, overregulation has so crippled their ability to put out the fire, and so burdened them with excess bureaucracy, that many of the most dedicated and competent professionals and volunteers are quitting in disgust, more buildings are burning down, and firefighter deaths are still happening. They're spending more and more time and money on mindless bureaucracy and incompetent, Rube Goldberg equipment, and less and less time on training and competent firefighting. 
The electrical codes are a cesspool of waste, consumption, and corruption. Profit has a lot to do with how they're written. Their rigid approach to wire sizes, outlet placement, material applications and component design results in an immense waste of copper, vinyl, steel, zinc, coal, oil and other resources, raises the entry price for buying a house, and prevents less wealthy people from upgrading older houses. They dictate wiring a house for amperages that only the most gluttonous of consumers could use. Code can dictate an entry wire size larger than the wire that the power company connects to it. The entire system of boxes into which you cram a bunch of wires is pathetically obsolete and stupid, but code dictates the status quo. 
The construction industry has become obsessed with the airtight well insulated house. Code dictates so much money be spent on over-insulation and caulk that there's not much left for solar gain which would have a much higher cash and energy return on investment. As a result, people live in airtight, stuffy little incubators, instead of using the sun for light and heat, the wind for cooling and ventilation, and enough mass to stabilize the extremes.
We so thoroughly protect our children from danger that many grow up unaware that they can get hurt. America's playgrounds are pumping out a lot of physically naïve children. We so protect our children from germs, that they grow up without the healthy immune system that only dirt can provide. 
Most of the budget of Super Fund goes to lawyers, not cleanup.

In the U.S., you'll get hit by lightning three times before you get hit by a terrorist. You'll get killed in a hundred car crashes before you get killed by a terrorist. You'll die at the hands of incompetent or unscrupulous medicine several hundred times before you die at the hands of a terrorist. Our whole civilization is fixin to die if we don't curb our consumption, yet millions of people spend a large portion of their time and energy fearing terrorists rather than balance the risk with all the other dangers we face.
Civilization lives by a system of codes, but our system of codes is dangerously constipated and bloated. When the U.S. constitution was written, life was simple. Laws were written to cover each individual type of transgression. As the complexity of society increased, the complexity of the legal system needed to add more and more laws to cover more and more types of transgressions, until now we have a legal system so clogged and bloated that it's like a brain with severe alzymers. The widespread worship of the U.S. constitution has gone over the edge into religious, superstitious fanaticism. One need only look at the bar tab for the tavern at the Constitutional Convention to understand that the U.S. Constitution is far from perfect. Now we come to a time when the basic framework of the Constitution is no longer suitable for the survival of this civilization. We call ourselves a democracy, but we call ourselves consumers, not citizens, and our system of government is actually democratic capitalism. Democratic is the adjective; capitalism is the noun. We've now come to the point where capitalism owns democracy. We need a new system.     
This civilization is entering a time of great changes in technology, environment, and climate, and we need to change with them. If we don't adapt to these changes fast enough, a lot of bad things will happen. Our legal, political, and financial systems have become ossified and rigid at a time when our survival depends on great flexibility. 
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